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By  Catherine  Mackenzie 

PPLE-POLISHING,  as  a 
term  for  currying  favor, 
has  passed  into  our  ver¬ 
nacular;  so  has  “corny,*’ 
j  as  applied  to  the  obvious  and  the 
sentimental,  and  where  we  once 
,  said  “okay,”  the  expressions  “on 
|  the  beam”  or  “in  the  groove”  are 
!  slang  terms  in  good  standing, 
accepted,  or  at  least  understood, 
even  by  the  middle-aged. 

All  these  currently  punctuate 
the  speech  of  the  young.  But  did 
you  know  that  the  latest  of  every¬ 
thing  is  now  designated  by  teen¬ 
agers  as  “burnt  to  a  crisp”  ?  That 
A.  W.  O.  L.  means  to  them  not 
only  the  traditional  “absent  with¬ 
out  leave”  but  “a  wolf  on  the 
loose”  ?  And  that  in  conversation¬ 
al  exchanges  with  their  peers  the 
conventional  salutation  (meaning 
“How  have  you  been?”  or  “What 
have  you  been  doing?”)  is  “What 
gives?” 

This  week’s  researches  have  in¬ 
cluded  study  of  a  breezy  little 
booklet,  .published  by  Scholastic 
Magazine,  written  for  the  teen¬ 
agers  on  their  own  manners  and 
mores,  in  their  own  idiom,  by  a 
staff  member  calling  herself  Gay 
Head,  and  entitled  “Hi  There, 
High  School.”  From  this  valuable 
little  document  we  have  dredged 
up  some  information  for  parents, 
who  may  be  unaware,  as  was  this 
reporter,  that  the  lads  and  lasses 
nowadays  retort  “Harvest  it” 
upon  hearing  a  tiresome  joke 
(sorry,  boys  and  girls,  a  corny 
joke);  that  to  raid  the  refriger¬ 
ator  is  to  “blitz  the  cold-storage 
plant,"  and  that  as  a  favorite 
expression  meaning  “wonderful” 
they  exclaim,  “Mur-der!”  “Col¬ 
lapse,”  they  say,  meaning  sit 
down. 

Here  are  a  few  more  of  the 
fifty-odd  expressions  with  their 
teen-age  definitions  from  the  dic¬ 
tionary  of  high  school  slang  list¬ 
ed  in  the  Scholastic  booklet  (20 
cents  a  copy,  220  East  Forty-sec¬ 
ond  Street,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.): 

Cooking  With  Gas  or  Cooking  on 
the  Front  Burner  —  “Doin’  all 
right;  on  the  beam;  okay.” 

Drip — “A  wet  smack  of  the  hu¬ 
man  species;  ’way  off  the 
beam.” 

Gruesome  Twosome — “A  couple 
who  ‘go  steady.’  ” 

Hep— “In  the  know  or  groove; 
very  o-kay.” 

Ice  Up— “Give  ’em  the  cold  shoul¬ 
der.  Usual,  and  often  effective, 
treatment  for  wolves.” 

Jackson  —  “Anyone.  Most  often 


used  in  addressing  a  smooth¬ 
looking  boy.” 

Jam  Session — “The  result  when  a 
swing  band  gets  ‘hep’;  ditto 
when  the  jitterbugs  gather 
around  the  juke  box.” 

On  Fire — “Super-colossal.” 

Off  the  Cob— “Corny.” 

Step  Up  Closer  to  the  Mike — “I 
didn’t  get  what  you  said.  Come 
again!” 

Shove  in  Your  Clutch — “Get  go¬ 
ing!” 

Tizzy — “A  dither;  a  'mad.'  ” 

You  Ain’t  Woofin’  ? — “You  aren’t 
kidding?” 

You  Shred  It,  Wheat — “You  Fig¬ 
ure  it  out.” 


Taking  a  little  time  to  figure 
them  out,  all  of  the  terms  but  one 
seemed  clear  to  this  reporter. 
This  one  was  “Military  Objec¬ 
tive,”  defined  as  “A  good  num¬ 
ber,  but  not  one  found  in  the 
multiplication  table.”  This  par¬ 
ticular  point  was  made  clear  by  a 
telephone  call  to  Miss  Gay  Head, 
who  compiled  the  list. 

“That  means,”  she  said,  “a  very 
nice  number;  a  smooth  cookie;  or, 
in  plain  English,  a  very  dateable 
girl.” 

Parents  may  care  to  note  that 
the  current  “exclamation  denot¬ 
ing  approval,  astonishment  or 
dismay”  is  ZOWJE! 
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